
The EU's New Legal Framework for European Research Infrastructure

Recognized that Research infrastructures (RIs) are at the centre of the knowledge triangle of research, education and innovation and play an
increasingly important role in the advancement of knowledge and technology, the EU began to finance for the establishments of RIs by its
Framework Programmes (FPs) since the start of FP2 of 1987. On the other hand, the EU also assigned the European Strategy Forum on
Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) to develop a coherent and strategy-led approach to policy-making on RIs between Member States and to
facilitate the better use and development of RIs at EU and international level. 

Based on those efforts, the European Commission understood that a major difficulty in setting up RIs between EU countries is the lack of an
adequate legal framework allowing the creation of appropriate partnerships and proposed a legal framework for a European research
infrastructure adapted to the needs of such facilities. The new legal framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC)
entered into force on 28 August 2009. An successfully-set-up ERIC will have the legal personality based on EU law, and can benefit from
exemptions from VAT and excise duty in all EU Member States and may adopt its own procurement procedures to get rid of the EU's public
procurement procedures. It is predicted that the Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources Research Infrastructure (BBMRI) will apply to
become a BBMRI-ERIC in the near future. The EU also seeks to lead in Energy, Food and Biology through the reforms of ERICs to assist the
high quality of activities of European scientists and attract the best researchers from around the world.

Besides, in order to connect the knowledge triangle effectively, the European Commission also established the European Institute of
Innovation and Technology (EIT) on March 2008. It hopes through the research development partnership network to gather all the advantages
from the science and technology chains of multiple areas, and make an effort for the strategy of EU innovation development jointly；
Meanwhile, extends its roadmap to the objectives and practices of the Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) of the EIT.

Contrast with the EU's advance, it is necessary to our government to concentrate and contemplate whether it is the time to reconsider if our
existing legal instruments available to domestic research facilities and infrastructures are sufficient enough to reach our science and
technology development goals.
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